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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

Claim 8 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite 
for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. 

In claim 8, line 2, the word "together" should be changed to - associated--. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Johnson in view of Fujino (6,476,935). 

With regard to claims 1, 10, 19, and 20, Johnson et al. discloses a data 
communication apparatus comprising input means for inputting data to be transmitted to 
at least one of a plurality of destinations (keypad 14, for example); transmitting means 
for transmitting the same data to the plurality of destinations by the respective different 
transmission methods (in Johnson, the same data can be transmitted to a plurality of 
transmission paths to a plurality of destinations; see also Figs. 2 and 3 and description 
thereof); and control means (see col. 2, lines 60-67; col. 5, lines 1-6) connected to the 
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input means (keypad 14, for example) and the transmitting means (in Johnson, the 
same data can be transmitted to a plurality of transmission paths to a plurality of 
destinations; see also Figs. 2 and 3 and description thereof) for designating a plurality of 
destinations for same data to be transmitted to the destinations by the respective 
different transmission methods and for managing information (in Johnson et aL, the 
transmission status, for example, can be managed/updated, see col. 2, lines 60-67; col. 
5, lines 1-6) relating to the transmission made by the transmitting means by associating 
a same predetermined identifier to each of the plurality of transmissions of the same 
data , or in another word, the ID of each transmission remains the same during a data 
transmission (as a matter of fact, Johnson discloses that each job number can be 
queried at regular intervals to obtain updated status information while transmitting the 
files to selected destinations, see at least column 2, lines 60-67), wherein the 
transmitting means transmits the same data to the plurality of destinations designated 
by the control means by the respective different transmission methods (in Johnson, the 
same data can be transmitted to a plurality of transmission paths to a plurality of 
destinations; see also Figs. 2 and 3 and description thereof). With regard to claim 2, the 
device of Johnson et al. further comprises display means (58) for displaying a list based 
on the information managed by the managing means. With regard to claim 3, it is clear 
that in Johnson et al., data can be transmitted using at least one transmission method of 
E-mail and FTP (File Transfer Protocol). With regard to claim 4, it is clear that at least 
the scanner (10) of Johnson et al. is readable as a reader for reading images on 
originals and generating image data corresponding to the images. It is also clear from 
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Johnson et al.; and that data from the reader can be provided to the input means. With 
regard to claim 5, see at least Figs. 2 and 3, and description thereof). With regard to 
claim 6, it is clear that a user is able to provide instructions to the system of Johnson et 
al. With regard to claims 7-9, it is clear from Johnson et al. that a user is able to 
stop/interrupt data transmission associated with a particular transmission method and 
identified by their IDs; and change the destination of the transmission data. See at least 
col. 3, lines 63 to col. 5, line 28. It is clear data transmission must stopped/interrupted 
first before changing transmission destination. With regard to claims 11-18, see 
discussion above. 

Johnson does not disclose that a same predetermined identifier is associated 
with all of the plurality of transmissions of the same data. 

However, the use of a same predetermined identifier associated with all of the 
plurality of transmissions of the same data is old and well-known as evidenced by the 
acknowledged prior art (Fujino). Fujino discloses the use of multicast transmission for 
transmitting a single original image to a plurality of destinations and the use of a 
common management information upon simultaneously transmitting identical data to a 
plurality of destinations. In particular, as disclosed by Fujino, the image file 
management information includes a destination data management table, a start 
address 302 of transmission data stored in the image memory (DRAM) 5, and a busy 
indication switch 303 including flags each indicating whether or not a corresponding 
line is busy, as shown in FIG. 3. The destination data management table 301 
manages the destination names to which transmission is to be done, facsimile 
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numbers, and the like in units of destinations, and has flag fields each indicating 
whether or not transmission has been done, in units of destinations. See at least col. 5, 
lines 12-21. Thus, at least the destination data management table 301 including 
management table, address field and flags constitutes "a same identifier to all of the 
plurality of transmissions of the same data. Fujino also discloses interruption of data 
transmission to one of the plurality of destinations. See at least column 1 , lines 46-50. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to provide Johnson with a same predetermined identifier 
associated with all of the plurality of transmissions of the same data, as taught by 
Fujino, for the purpose of at least improving data transmission efficiency (see Fujino, 
column 10, lines 41-62). 

US Patent No. 5,793,791 to Yamamuro et al. is cited as relevant art. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication should be directed to Khanh Dang at 
telephone number 571-272-3626. 

KhanhDang 



